
View this email in your browser

Creating Our Economy for Everyone

Stories & News
September 2026

Fresno DRIVE amplifies upward economic and
social mobility

Hello Friends,  

In the September Fresno DRIVE Newsletter, we share findings from the first-ever

comprehensive Southeast Asian Business Study and its impact on upward economic

mobility for Fresno County's Southeast Asian business and farming communities. We also

explore how community-driven infrastructure projects spark transformative

change. Then, hear from Weaver Awards community advisors Harman Singh and Deiglis

Delgado-Wells about how weaving is an integral part of daily life. Finally, learn how

you can connect with your community this fall by attending an upcoming local event!

FresnoStories: California’s first-ever Southeast Asian
Business Study launched to further upward economic
mobility for local business owners

Pictured (left to right) at the SCALE Fresno Summit: Dr. Tara Lynn Gray, Principal Investigator of the

Southeast Asian Business Study; SeeYeng Her, VP of Lending at Access Plus Capital;

Anusone Keochai, Co-owner of Nah Nah Thong & Small Business Steering Committee Member of SCALE

Fresno; Dao Lor, Program Manager of The Fresno Center & Steering Committee Chair of SCALE Fresno and

Dr. Tolou Thao, Executive Director of The Hmong Inc.

Dao Lor grew up on a small family farm and has lived the struggles facing many Southeast

Asian business and agricultural communities firsthand. He now serves as The Fresno Center

Program Manager and Steering Committee Chair of SCALE Fresno. His mother arrived in the

United States with only a fourth- to fifth-grade education and turned to the craftsmanship

she knew best. But local business models weren't built to support her, or other Southeast

Asian refugees like her. Fresno County’s Southeast Asian Business Study aims to reverse

this trend, though.

Learn more

Have an idea for a story we should tell? Submit your story idea here.

Walking the Walk: How a neighborhood audit is
reshaping accessible streets

Picture of neighborhood residents participating in the Columbia Neighborhood Walking Audit in Spring 2026

As thunder clouds billow and rain splatters the pavement during a storm, a child’s clothes

get caked in mud while walking to school. Dirt-filled roads instead of sidewalks, are common

in the Addams neighborhood located in Central-West Fresno. According to Live Again Fresno

Founder and Executive Director Richard Burrell, experiences like these were the driving

force behind the Addams Neighborhood Walking Audit: a desire to improve the quality of life

for the next generation.

Discover more

Legacy weavers reflect on weaving in everyday life

Pictured (left to right): Legacy weavers Deiglis Delgado-Wells and Harman Singh

This year, Fresno DRIVE is selecting 20 weaver awardees to receive microgrants to support

their work to build connection and meaning in our community. Two community leaders

serving on the selection committee, also known as legacy weavers, share their thoughts on

how weaving shows up in everyday life. Legacy weaver Harman Singh, a Central Unified

School District trustee and community organizer, explains why weaving is essential to local

education and activism and how it's strengthened through shared community spaces.

Fellow legacy weaver Deiglis Delgado-Wells, Lowell CDC's Resident Services and

Community Engagement Coordinator, speaks to how weavers help their communities grow

stronger and more connected.

Read more

Fresno DRIVE Events

Facing Fresno’s Freeways Innovation Event

Join us for a special ArtHop edition of Facing Fresno to learn about the impact of freeways

on south Fresno neighborhoods. Hear from residents and community advocates on life

before the freeways and how they have still found ways to celebrate their neighborhood

history and culture.

Panelists include:

Gwendalynn Morris, SJV Black Communications Network

Van Der Mugrdechian, Armenian Cultural Conservancy

Kathy Omachi, Fresno Chinatown Preservation, Inc.

Facing Fresno Community Training

Community Partner Events

Wednesdays on the West

Madera Community College’s
Professional Agave
Community Training

View the Spanish flyer

Fresno Arts Council Live
Poetry Reading

“Living Harriet Tubman” Film
Screening

Taste of Freedom Events

”Mujer Mariposa” Community

Film Screening & Panel

Discussion

State of Southwest Fresno

Yosemite Middle School’s 2026 Hmong New Year Celebration

Academy of Financial Education Financial Resilience Counseling

Follow us or get in touch:     DRIVE@centralvalleycf.org

The Central Valley Community Foundation is a proud supporter of the

Fresno DRIVE Initiative.
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